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I
t might have been a bonfire 
that was blazing, but it was 
a different kind of flame 
that drew teens from par-
ishes throughout the area 
to the first-of-its-kind con-
firmation rally Oct. 19.

The event, which was held in the 
field at Our Lady of Unity Parish’s 
Sacred Heart site, was organized 
by ReachKCK, an urban youth out-
reach funded by parish contribu-
tions from throughout the archdio-
cese.

A meeting with the director of 
religious education from one of 
those parishes  sparked the idea.

“We were discussing how to en-
gage the confirmation students bet-
ter, how to share the spirit of confir-
mation with them,” said Liz Miller, 
director of ReachKCK. “We wanted 
the students to realize that confir-
mation is so much more than just 
the ‘head’ knowledge they learn in 
class; it also involves the Holy Spirit 
actively working within them.”

Miller used the candle she was 
holding to illustrate the story of her 
own faith journey, and told the gath-
ered teens that with sacramental 
grace and the gifts of confirmation, 
they — as people — can become 
new through its light.

The group also heard from Jes-
sica Luna, a junior at Bishop Ward 

High School in Kansas City, Kansas, 
who was confirmed just a few years 
ago.

Confirmation is a big step, she 
told them.

“It’s something that will open 
your eyes, and it’ll lead you to 
something better. It’ll guide you,” 
she said.

The speakers made an impres-
sion on Adanari Hernandez, who is 
preparing for confirmation at Bless-
ed Sacrament Parish in Kansas City, 
Kansas.

“I found them inspiring,” she 
said. “They really got me thinking 
about life.”

Jazmin Gutierrez, also from  
Blessed Sacrament appreciated the 
experience outside the classroom, 
and the chance to meet students 
from other parishes.

“It’s nice to know there are other 
people just like you who are doing 
what you’re doing,” said Jazmin.

“It feels really nice, because I 
can learn about somebody else and 
their church,” agreed Elvia Tovar 
Salgado, who is preparing for con-
firmation at St. Mary-St. Anthony 
Parish in Kansas City, Kansas.

And Eileen Garcia Sanchez, a 
member of the Cathedral of St. Pe-
ter, enjoyed being just the right age 
to be in the inaugural class.

 “I’m pretty excited that it’s the 

first one — and I get to attend the 
first one,” she said. 

Father Kent O’Connor, pastor of 
Our Lady of Unity, joined the teen-
agers in games to break the ice.

Father Thomas Schrader, O. 
Carm., president of Bishop Ward, 
offered an opening prayer, and 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
closed the event with a prayer.

“Lord, we ask you to bless each 
one here tonight,” said Archbishop 
Naumann. “Send your Holy Spirit 
into their hearts. Help them as they 
prepare to receive the Holy Spirit 
through the sacrament of confirma-
tion to know your love in a new way 
and a powerful way.”

Miller hopes the rally empha-
sized that confirmation is not 
a graduation from the Catholic 
Church, but an opportunity for faith 
to be kindled.

“I pray that they looked around 
and realized that they’re not alone, 
that they’re preparing for confirma-
tion with hundreds of other teens 
just like them,” said Miller, “and that 
they can support each other in their 
choices for Christ. 

“Most of all, I hope they begin to 
realize the Spirit’s gifts are waiting 
for them, and that, with even a lit-
tle openness to the Spirit working 
in their lives, amazing things can 
happen.”

‘We didn’t start      the fire’

Teens prepare for next 
step in faith journey

Story by Jessica Langdon  |  Photos by Susan McSpadden

Liz Miller, urban youth outreach coordinator for the archdiocese, 
gave the main talk of the evening at this first-ever confirmation 
rally in Kansas City, Kansas.

After talks and testimonials at the ReachKCK confirmation rally, came s’mores. The overwhelming heat of the fire had s’more makers standing as far back as they could and still reach.



Kansas could 
play a very 
significant 

role in the future of 
our nation. 

With predictions that the 
composition of the Senate is 
up for grabs, Kansas voters 
could determine the control 
of the Senate.

This will make a 
significant difference on a 
whole host of issues, but 
it is especially important 
with regard to judicial 
appointments. The Senate 
is the only group that has 
the ability to moderate 
presidential appointments 
to the federal courts and 
ultimately to the Supreme 
Court. With the current 
Senate leadership having 
rewritten the long-standing 
Senate rules so that judicial 
appointments can now 
be confirmed by a razor-
thin majority, a president 
does not have to build a 
bipartisan consensus for 
nominees for the federal 
bench.

Similar to the abortion 
issue, the federal courts in 
recent months have been 
usurping the rights of 

Congress as well as state 
legislatures to determine 
public policy regarding 
marriage. The courts are 
expected very soon to 
strike down the Kansas 
constitutional amendment 
defining marriage as 
between one man and one 
woman. That amendment 
was passed by an 
overwhelming majority of 
Kansans less than 10 years 
ago.

The courts will also 
determine the outcome 
of the battle over the 
protection of religious 
liberty and conscience 
rights. While advocates 
for religious liberty and 
conscience rights scored a 
victory in the Hobby Lobby 
case this past June, it was 
decided by the narrowest 
of margins. Four of the nine 
current Supreme Court 

justices revealed their 
willingness to fine Hobby 
Lobby out of business, if 
they continued to refuse to 
include abortifacient drugs 
and devices in their health 
plans.

Of course, the governor’s 
race is also extremely 
important. Like the 
president on the federal 
level, a governor plays a 
key role in the appointment 
of state judges. Governors 
also have the ability to veto 
bills, which means that a 
two-thirds supermajority is 
needed to pass legislation. 
In the not too distant past, 
because of the vetoes of 
a previous governor, the 
Kansas Legislature had to 
muster a supermajority to 
pass the mildest regulations 
for abortion clinics as well 
as statutes attempting to 
protect the lives of unborn 
children. 

Catholics have a 
responsibility not only to 
vote, but to be informed 
voters. One small, but easy 
thing you can do to prepare 
to vote is to view the four 
short videos that feature 
each of the diocesan bishops 
of Kansas addressing one of 
the key moral issues for the 
upcoming election. You can 
view these brief videos by 
going to the Kansas Catholic 
Conference website at: 
www.kscathconf.org. 

October 7 was the feast 
of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
In 1571, a coalition of 
Christian states won what 
many believe to have been 
a miraculous and decisive 
naval victory over the fleet 
of the Ottoman Empire. 
Pope Pius V had asked the 
entire church to pray the 

rosary for the protection of 
Europe from an Ottoman 
invasion.

With the multiple, 
serious international 
threats to the security of 
our nation, we need to 
take up a similar rosary 
crusade today. As ominous 
as the external threats to 
our national security are, 
in my opinion the greatest 
danger to our country 
is the moral collapse 
of American society in 
general, and family life in 
particular. 

From now until Election 
Day (Tues., Nov. 4), I am 
asking individuals and 
families to pray the rosary 

daily for wisdom for 
Kansans and all Americans 
in the choices that we 
will make when we cast 
our votes. What kind of 
nation will we pass on 
to the next generation?  
One that continues to be 
weakened as it slides into 
further moral decay or 
one that will be able to 
renew itself by fostering a 
virtuous citizenry? How we 
choose to vote could make 
a significant difference. 
Pray that we will choose 
wisely those we select to 
represent us in Topeka and 
Washington.
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Life wiLL be viCToRiouS

archbishop 
Joseph F. naumann

calendar

ARChbiShoP
NAuMANN
oct. 24
70th anniversary of villa St. 
Francis benefit dinner — as-
cension, overland Park

oct. 25
catholic education Foundation 
“Gaudeamus” dinner — over-
land Park convention center 

oct. 26
mass and blessing of church in-
terior — curé of ars, leawood

Project andrew — christ the 
King, topeka

oct. 27
mass — St. James academy, 
lenexa

confirmation — St. bede, Kelly; 
St. vincent de Paul, onaga; and 
St. Patrick, corning

oct. 28
5th-Grade vocation day — 
christ the King, topeka

vespers and dinner with re-
cently ordained priests

oct. 29
adoration — maur hill-mount 
academy, atchison

confirmation — St. michael, 
axtell, and holy Family, Sum-
merfield

oct. 30
archbishop’s call to Share cler-
gy luncheon — Savior Pastoral 
center

red mass — ascension, over-
land Park

ARChbiShoP
KeLeheR
oct. 25 
catholic education Foundation 
“Gaudeamus” dinner — over-
land Park convention center

oct. 26
mass — Federal prison 

Videos and rosaries: or how to prepare yourself to vote

Archbishop’s offer to celebrate baptisms 
for children of larger families

to show his personal support for those couples open to raising larger 
families, archbishop Joseph F. naumann has offered to celebrate the 
baptism of the third or greater child of any family (by birth, adoption, 
or blending through valid marriage) interested. the last celebration of 
2014 will be on nov. 16. For 2015, celebrations are scheduled for Jan. 
18, march 15, and may 17. Please contact your parish office for more 
information. additional information is also available from the archdioc-
esan office for liturgy and sacramental life at (913) 647-0330 or online 
at: liturgy@archkck.org.
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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Sam 
Meier worries about the en-
vironment his young kids will 
face by their middle and high 

school years.
So naturally, it hit home when he 

learned that an 8-year-old child at a large 
archdiocesan parish not only taught oth-
er children how to find pornography 
online, but also how to erase the Inter-
net history that led them to it, said Mei-
er, consultant for the archdiocesan My 
House Initiative.

Pornography and other concerns pose 
a very real problem in today’s world, ac-
knowledges Patrick Trueman, an attor-
ney and president and CEO of an organi-
zation called Morality in Media.

Trueman, who played a role in suc-
cessful efforts to persuade Google Play to 
remove pornographic apps and Google 
to remove sexually explicit ads, will join 
a panel of leading experts at a training 
session on Nov. 14 in Kansas City, Kansas.

“Defending Families in a Digital 
World” runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Nov. 14 at Savior Pastoral Center in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, and will also be avail-
able online through a live stream.

“My message will be that we condi-
tion girls to be sex objects and boys to 
be sexual predators from an early age,” 
said Trueman. “Today we have a sexual 
assault crisis on college campuses and 
in the military, our prisons are filling up 
with sexual offenders, countless marriag-
es are cracking under the weight of por-
nography addiction.”

The “pornified culture” can tear apart 
the moral fabric of America, he said.

“But together we can win the war on 
pornography,” he added, “and there are 
countless hopeful signs.”

Meier hopes adults — parents, clergy, 
ministry leaders, teachers, coaches and 
others — will find hope in the conference 
and also take away practical resources 
and tools to help protect children and 
families from pornography, he said.

Top speakers
The training session has been in the 

works for more than 18 months.
Deacon Tony Zimmerman, lead con-

sultant for the archdiocesan office of mar-
riage and family life, was inspired to hold 
such an event in Kansas City, Kansas, 
after hearing several renowned speakers 
during a National Association of Catholic 
Family Life Ministers conference.

Organizers are excited about the line-
up of speakers and the clergy panel for 
the upcoming event.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, who 
has spoken to U.S. bishops about the im-
portance of protecting families from por-
nography, will share his message.

Trueman, who knows firsthand the 
difference efforts against pornography 
can make, will speak.

Google’s name had made it onto      
Morality in Media’s annual “Dirty Doz-

en” list of facilitators of pornography for 
a couple of years.

Despite criticism that Google was 
huge and wouldn’t change, a national 
campaign was launched and, with the 
work of 200 coalition partners and a 
meeting with senior Google staff, the In-
ternet giant decided to make the chang-
es, said Trueman.

“The effort against pornography, as 
the archdiocese knows, is a David versus 
Goliath affair,” said Trueman. “Google 
is a Goliath. And if we can have success 
there, where can’t we have it?”

But Trueman’s is not the only big 
name on the schedule. Dr. Peter Kleponis 
will be speaking on brain science, por-
nography and Internet safety, and Bruce 
and Jeannie Hannemann will talk about 
brain chemistry, pornography and re-
building trust in relationships.

Donny Pauling, who was once a pho-
tographer for Playboy magazine, will also 
share from his personal experience.

Meier has heard him speak and finds 
that Pauling’s testimony counters com-
ments in secular society that pornogra-
phy is harmless for adults to use or mar-
ried couples to use together.

“It’s not harmless,” said Meier, adding 
that it harms the people using it as well 
as the actors.

The event will cover some of the neg-
ative impacts on the brain, he said, but it 
will also highlight the healthy aspects of 
sexuality.

Finally, Dr. Todd Bowman is a profes-
sor and national speaker on brain science 
and sexual integrity. He will  explain how 
oxytocin, a brain chemical produced 
through closeness, creates a truer experi-
ence than the dopamine that is produced 

through promiscuity and shallow plea-
sure, explained Meier.

Terry Sexton, an attorney and mem-
ber of Curé of Ars Parish in Leawood, 
will serve as emcee.

‘Cannot sit by silently’
Protecting families from pornography 

is a topic that found its way into Sexton’s 
heart during a Christ Renews His Parish 
retreat a few years ago. 

He heard people talking about strug-
gles with pornography and working to 
live a chaste life.

“I thought we as a church really need 
to do something about it,” said Sexton. 
“We cannot sit by silently.”

He made it known he was willing to 
help, and Father Craig Maxim, pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Shawnee, even-
tually took him up on the offer, inviting 
Sexton to speak at weekend Masses.

“I gave people a sense of just how big 
the problem is,” said Sexton. “Pornogra-
phy makes more money each year than 
every major sport combined.”

And it’s highly addictive, he said, de-
tailing the harm it can cause.

“Pornography essentially rewires the 
brain the way that cocaine does,” he said.

But he also shared what he calls a 
“path to victory” to help people do some-
thing about it.

“Basically, we’re all born with a hole 
in our hearts,” he said, adding that the 
space is meant for a relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

“If you try to fill the hole with some-
thing else, it just makes the hole big-
ger; it makes the ache much more pro-

found,” he said.
He encourages people to develop a 

serious prayer and sacramental life, em-
phasizing use of the sacrament of recon-
ciliation.    

He also urges real friendships among 
men that will provide accountability and 
inspiration.

As his parents used to tell him, “Find 
friends who will make you better,” he 
said.

He didn’t know how his message 
would be received, but the response was 
one of the most moving spiritual experi-
ences he’s had.

With cellphones and tablets and lap-
tops just about everywhere, kids can find 
a lot of information at their fingertips to-
day — including material kids probably 
had to go out of their way to encounter in 
past generations, said Meier.

“Now, I think kids almost have to go 
out of their way to avoid it,” he said.

He looks forward to making an impact 
with a hope-filled training event.

“This will be one of the finest confer-
ences ever held on this topic, and I am 
excited to attend,” said Trueman.

‘pornified culture’ threatens family
Conference draws experts from around the country

DefeNDiNg fAMiLieS 
iN A DigiTAL woRLD
when: nov. 14, 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
where: savior pastoral center, 12601 parallel, 
Kansas city, Kansas; or online via live stream
cost: $20 to attend in person (includes lunch); 
$7 for live stream
to reGIster: visit the website at: www.                  
myhousekc.com

it used to be that youngsters had to go out of their way to find pornographic material, explained Sam Meier, consultant for the archdiocesan My house 
initiative, but now they have to go out of their way not to see it. 



By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Law-
yers go head-to-head in the 
courtroom during the week, 
but the beauty of coming to-

gether in the pews is that they’re there 
for a common purpose.

That’s what Joshua McCaig, an at-
torney who several years ago founded 
the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Kansas 
City, finds moving about the Red Mass 
that the area’s guild sponsors each 
year.

“When you practice law on a daily 
basis — and it’s an adversarial process 
— you can be fighting with somebody 
all day long or for weeks as each per-
son is representing clients,” said Mc-
Caig.

But coming together in faith at the 
Red Mass, which particularly focuses on 
those in the legal profession, gives even 
those lawyers who find themselves on 
opposing sides in certain cases a special 
opportunity to worship together.

“It’s just nice to spend that time to-
gether outside of the normal in-the-
trenches battles that we all endure 
— to just be able to spend that time 
and pray with one another and know 
that there’s something more,” said 
McCaig.

The Catholic Lawyers Guild of Kan-
sas City is comprised of attorneys from 
both sides of the state line — and the 
Mass is open to anyone, not exclusively 
lawyers, judges, politicians and others 
who work in the field.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas and Bishop Robert Finn of the 
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph take 
turns celebrating the annual Mass, 
which alternates each year between 
Kansas and Missouri.

This year’s will take place at 6:30 
p.m. on Oct. 30 at Church of the As-
cension in Overland Park. A reception 
follows the Mass.

A Red Mass traditionally coincides 
with the start of the year’s court ses-
sion, and gives lawyers, judges, poli-

ticians and others an opportunity to 
pray and ask the Holy Spirit to be with 
them and guide them.

“It’s not a political event,” said Mc-
Caig. “It’s a time for everyone to come 
together and pray that what we do 
within the legal profession is aimed to-
ward a higher good.”

Jeanne Gorman, an attorney who 
represents the archdiocese, also enjoys 
this opportunity to join other Catho-
lics.

“The Red Mass is a rich tradition in 
the Catholic Church dating back to the 
Middle Ages and provides a wonderful 
opportunity to ask God to bless law-
yers, judges and government officials,” 
said Gorman. “As there are so many 
challenges facing us today, the Red 
Mass provides a time to pause and ask 
our Father to watch over and inspire us 
in our work and also to thank him for 
his guidance and mercy.”

The St. Thomas More Award for 
2014 will be presented to attorney Bill 
Quatman, a Catholic lawyer and grand-
son of the founder of the American So-

ciety of Ephesus. He is currently one of 
its board leaders.

The American Society of Ephesus 
has helped to restore what is referred 
to as Mary’s home — the building in 
Ephesus, Turkey, where it is believed 
Mary spent her final years, in the care 
of St. John — as well as other nearby 
sites, including the tomb of St. John.

The St. Thomas More Award, ac-
cording to its website, recognizes a 
member of the legal profession who 
stands by his or her Catholic identity 
and works for justice.

The Red Mass is open to anyone, 
but those planning to attend should let 
McCaig know by Oct. 27 via email at: 
JMcCaig@Polsinelli.com.
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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Less 
than 35 minutes.

That’s all the time it takes 
to watch four videos de-

signed to give Catholic voters insight 
into four key moral issues as they pre-
pare to vote in the Nov. 4 elections.

“It’s incredibly important that peo-
ple are engaged in voting and know 
where their candidates stand,” said Mi-
chael Schuttloffel, executive director 
of the Kansas Catholic Conference.

The Kansas Catholic Conference’s 
website — www.kscathconf.org — has 
posted all four videos.

Each of the bishops explores one is-
sue, and they believe that while these 
videos don’t cover every important 
issue in an election year, they ad-
dress concerns that carry heavy moral 
weight.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of 
the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kan-
sas speaks on marriage.

Bishop John B. Brungardt of the Dio-
cese of Dodge City talks about protect-
ing life.

Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger of 
the Diocese of Salina speaks about an 
obligation to protect the poor, with a 
focus on problems surrounding payday 
loans.

And Bishop Carl A. Kemme of the 
Diocese of Wichita addresses religious 
freedom.

The bishops traditionally have writ-
ten a message to voters heading into 
an election — not to tell them whom 
to vote for, but to help form their con-
sciences as they prepare to cast their 
ballots.

They created the videos this year in 
hopes of reaching people through a dif-
ferent medium.

The videos run just a few minutes 

apiece, and that’s not a huge time com-
mitment every few years leading into 
an election, believes Schuttloffel.

“I think Catholics in the state will 
appreciate hearing what their moral 
shepherds have to say on some of these 
moral issues,” he said. “They’re moral 
issues that are being decided by the 
political process.”

As a timely example, he pointed out 
the recent announcement that the Su-
preme Court did not plan to review ap-
peals on lower courts’ rulings striking 
down bans on same-sex marriages as 
unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court’s “non-decision 
on marriage,” he said, “could lead to 
same-sex marriage being recognized in 
Kansas quickly.”

He noted that a federal court deci-
sion would ultimately make that hap-
pen in the state, and pointed out that 
the U.S. Senate confirms federal judges.

Some of the videos also note the 

role of elected leaders in appointing or 
confirming judges.

Today’s world isn’t one in which 
people can compartmentalize their 
faith, he said.

“Politics has a very profound moral 
dimension,” said Schuttloffel. “If our 
faith doesn’t form our political think-
ing, then what will?”

He urged people to be active and en-
gaged in the process.

“The stakes are incredibly high,” 
said Schuttloffel. “We just cannot af-
ford to have faithful Catholics sitting 
out an election because they’re disin-
terested or demoralized or just forgot.”

view The viDeoS
to view the videos, go to the Kansas 
catholic conference’s website at: 
www.kscathconf.org.

bishops’ videos give catholic view on issues

red Mass calls down god’s blessing on legal system

cfneK to honor Msgr. Tank, celebrate 25th

ATTeND The ReD MASS
wheN: oct. 30, 6:30 p.m.
wheRe: church of the ascension, 
9510 w. 127th st., overland park 

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Msgr. 
Tom Tank is a household 
name to many people in the 
archdiocese.

Over the decades, and in many 
parishes, Msgr. Tank, now pastor of 
Church of the Ascension in Overland 
Park, has presided at their weddings, 
baptized their children, and stood with 
them through their most difficult mo-
ments. All along the way, he guided 
them in their faith.

“He walks their journeys,” said Dea-
con Dana Nearmyer, archdiocesan con-
sultant for youth formation and evan-
gelization and a friend of Msgr. Tank.

Their friendship dates back to 1989, 
when Deacon Nearmyer was a Church 
of Christ priest and had a lot of ques-
tions about the Catholic faith, to which 
Msgr. Tank offered plausible and logi-
cal answers.

Since then, Msgr. Tank walked him 
through the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults, celebrated his wedding to his 
wife Deborah, baptized most of their 
children, and vested Deacon Nearmyer 

at his ordination as a permanent dea-
con in the Catholic Church.

As a pastor, Msgr. Tank knows the 
adults’ names and their kids’ names, 

said Deacon Nearmyer.
“I think his homilies really draw 

people in. They’re big theology, but 
they tap into people’s lives, and so they 
want more,” said Deacon Nearmyer.  

He was therefore elated to hear that 
Msgr. Tank will receive the 2014 Deo 
Gratias Distinguished Catholic Lega-
cy Society Award, which recognizes 
an individual’s or family’s impact on 
planned giving.

CFNEK also honors an outstanding 
organization at its Deo Gratias event. 
This year, the Distinguished Catholic 
Organization Award will go to St. Ann 
Parish in Prairie Village.

“This year, we will honor two true 
champions of building endowed and 
long-term funds to strengthen the 
church in northeast Kansas,” said Lesle 
Knop, director of the archdiocesan of-
fice of stewardship and development 
and CFNEK executive director.

The Deo Gratias dinner — Nov. 6 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Savior Pastoral 
Center — also celebrates the 25th anni-
versary of CFNEK.

“So many people have contributed 
over the years to the effort to build a 
culture of legacy giving and endow-

ments,” said Gary Pratt, planned giving 
officer.

Deo Gratias recognizes them for 
their leadership and vision, he said.

ATTeND Deo gRATiAS
When: nov. 6, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Where: Savior Pastoral center, 
12601 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas city, 
Kansas
AdditionAl detAils: there is no 
cost to attend deo Gratias, a din-
ner that recognizes those involved 
with legacy giving, endowments, 
scholarships, or planned giving for 
parishes, schools, or other catholic 
organizations within the archdio-
cese, including parish finance coun-
cils, boards of directors, endowment 
or legacy society committees, and 
financial professionals and estate 
planning attorneys.
to register: visit the website at: 
www.cfnek.org/deogratiasregistration
For more inFormAtion: call the 
catholic Foundation of northeast 
Kansas at (913) 647-0325.

Msgr. Tom Tank will receive the 2014 Deo gra-
tias Distinguished Catholic Legacy Society 
Award, which recognizes an individual’s or 
family’s impact on planned giving.
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By Carolyn Kaberline
Special to The Leaven

WILLIAMSBURG — 
Young men of the 
archdiocese discerning 
a call to a religious vo-

cation have long had varied opportu-
nities to pursue their interest, but the 
same has not been as true for young 
women. That is now about to change 
with the Women’s Discernment Re-
treat, scheduled for Prairie Star Ranch 
here on Nov. 14 and 15.

“This is the first time for this re-
treat,” said Karen Lombardi, student 
life coordinator at the St. Lawrence 
Catholic Campus Center in Lawrence 
and the retreat leader. “And we are so 
excited that it has come together.”

The idea for the retreat actually 
originated with Meghan McCorm-
mick, an intern at Prairie Star Ranch 
for 18 months, Lombardi said.

“She had been a part of our wom-
en’s discernment group in Lawrence 
when she was a student at KU. [She] 
knew how important it is for women 
to have the opportunity to ask ques-
tions about consecrated life in a ‘neu-
tral place,’ where young women can 
explore and grow in their understand-
ing of consecrated life without worry-
ing about questions like ‘Is this my 
community?’ ‘What if I say something 
wrong?’ ‘Is that a question I’m allowed 
to ask a Sister?’”

Lombardi explained that St. Law-
rence had offered opportunities for 
groups of young women to visit sev-
eral religious communities every few 
years, but only for a short span of 
time, such as over a break. It was Mc-
Cormmick who had the idea to bring 
a group of women together and have 
the Sisters come to them. When the 
idea met with approval, McCormick 
began working on the details. 

Those details include opportuni-
ties for Mass and confession, over-
night eucharistic adoration, and the 
chance to meet with representatives 
of five different orders in group and 
individual settings to discuss topics 

such as how poverty, chastity, obedi-
ence, communal life and prayer are 
lived in their respective communities.  
The orders attending are: the Sisters 
of St. Francis of the Martyr St. George; 
the Little Sisters of the Lamb; the Sis-
ters, Servants of Mary; the Fraternity 
of Missionaries of the Poor of Jesus 
Christ; and the Apostles of the Inner 
Life.

“I think many attendees will proba-
bly have heard of or had contact with 
at least one or two of the communities 
before attending, but probably not all 
of them,” Lombardi said. 

Although there are many other re-
ligious communities in the area, the 
goal was to limit the numbers so as 
not to overwhelm the young women 
in attendance, she continued.

“The idea is that the women should 
not feel ‘recruited’ in any way,” Lom-
bardi explained. “This is just an op-
portunity to learn more and have time 
to listen to the Lord and the call he 
has placed on their hearts apart from 
any pressure. These five communi-
ties were able to collaborate with us 
to make this happen. The point of 
the retreat is not to limit the young 
women in thinking about only these 
communities, but rather to expand 
their understanding of all the possible 
charisms available within the church.”

As a consecrated virgin living in 
the world, Lombardi believes she 
and these communities will be able 
to present examples of the different 
types of communities and forms of 
consecrated life that are available. 
Participants will be able to see “what 
is ‘common’ for women with a call 
to consecrated life and what is simi-
lar between communities, as well as 
what is unique.” 

“These communities are serving as 
examples of the great variety of ways 
that a young woman could be called 
to witness the spousal love of the 
Lord and to serve him with her whole 
heart and her whole life,” she said.

Lombardi said it is also hoped that 
by spending time with other young 
women who are thinking and praying 

about consecrated life, those attend-
ing will feel less alone in their dis-
cernment journeys.

“We hope that the time around 
women who have answered a call 
to consecrated life will help them to 
grow in their understanding of this 
vocation and give them more tools for 
discernment,” she said.

Father Scott Wallisch, vocation 
director for the archdiocese, agrees.  
Since there are not as many religious 
helping in schools and parishes any 
more, he believes there are not as 
many opportunities for women to 
encounter religious women and ask 
them questions.

“This retreat is a good opportu-
nity for them to get away from the 
demands of daily life and give God a 
moment to be heard in the silence,” 
he said, adding that it will also be an 
opportunity for them to encounter re-
ligious women and get a better idea of 
what religious life is like. 

“Ultimately, visiting religious or-
ders and spending time with their 
way of life is the best discernment 
tool,” he said, “but this is going to be 
a great first step for the women who 
attend.”

The retreat is open to all women 
of the archdiocese between the ages 
of 18 and 30. The cost of the event is 
$35, with registration encouraged by 
Nov. 10. A registration form can be 
found on the Prairie Star Ranch web-
site at: www.archkck.org/ranch. More 
information on the retreat can also be 
found on the website or by contacting 
Lombardi at (785) 843-0357, ext. 211.

Lombardi hopes everyone will 
pray for vocations in general, and to 
pray for those on this retreat in par-
ticular. 

“We are all called to a life of ho-
liness, of union with the Lord,” she 
said. “Everyone can witness to this in 
their own lives as they say ‘yes’ to the 
Lord in whatever he asks of us. 

“Let us pray that these young wom-
en will grow in their trust and love of 
the Lord to be able to give their ‘yes’ 
in each moment.”

leaven photo by Joe mcsorley

Prairie Star Ranch, which has helped foster vocations for many years, will be the site for a women’s discernment retreat Nov. 14-15.

discerning women: This retreat is for you!

Alice (Ziegler) and don heinzman, 
m e m b e r s 
of St. Pat-
rick Parish, 
Kansas city, 
K a n s a s , 
celebrated 
their 65th 
w e d d i n g 
a n n i v e r -
sary on 

oct. 11 with a mass at St Joseph church, 
Shawnee, followed by a family dinner. 
the couple was married oct. 11, 1949, at 
St. Francis Seraph church, Kansas city, 
missouri. their children and their spous-
es are: donna and don marrs; dennis and 
carla heinzman; david and Jo heinzman; 
diane and Joe majerle; debbie and bry-
an Johnson; denise Wilson; and douglas 
heinzman (deceased). they also have 11 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Jim and mary (galvin) o’Connor, 
m e m b e r s 
of Queen of 
the holy ro-
sary Parish, 
o v e r l a n d 
Park, will be 
celebrating 
their 60th 
wedding an-
niversary on 

oct. 30. the couple was married on oct. 
30, 1954, at St. vincent church, Kansas 
city, missouri. they will celebrate with a 
private mass and dinner with their family. 
their children  and their spouses are: tim 
and barb o’connor; John and Katie audley; 
John and eileen Quinn; mike and maureen 
miners; Jesse and Peggy auld; and Steve 
and theresa osner. they also have 18 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

mary Ann (scalise) and gil Collins, 
members of 
St. michael 
the archan-
gel Parish, 
l e a w o o d , 
celebrated 
their 60th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on oct. 23. 

the couple was married on oct. 23, 1954, 
at St. anthony church, des moines, Iowa. 
their son and his wife — Gregory and Kar-
en collins — live in Washington, d.c. the 
couple will celebrate with a trip to Florida 
and new orleans in december with their 
son and daughter-in-law.

Dechants receive 
college’s highest honor

columbuS, ohio — the Pontifical col-
lege Josephinum, a roman catholic semi-
nary here, has awarded the 2014 Pope leo 
XIII award to virgil and ann dechant. 

virgil dechant is a Josephinum alum-
nus of the class of 1956. For decades, he 
and his wife ann have remained steadfast 
supporters of the seminary. his firm belief 
in and dedication to the seminary’s mis-
sion led him to give nine years of service 
— the longest term allowed — as a mem-
ber of the seminary’s board of trustees 
from 2004-2013.

a member of the Knights of columbus 
for 63 years, dechant is the most highly 
decorated layman in the catholic church. 
he served the Knights at every level, from 
the local council to its highest position. 
his 23-year term as the organization’s 
12th Supreme Knight stands as the lon-
gest of any Supreme Knight. In 2012, he 
was given the Knights’ Gaudium et Spes 
award, recognizing his outstanding con-
tributions to both the catholic church and 
to society.

the Pontifical college Josephinum was 
established more than 125 years ago to 
prepare men for the priesthood.
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Kara Hansen
Special to The Leaven

OVERLAND PARK — You 
have only to go as far as the 
checkout line at the nearest 
grocery store to find loads 

of relationship advice. 
But finding faith-filled, science- 

based and practical information to 
help the average Catholic? That’s what 
a trio of conferences are geared for — 
the Men of Valor, Women of Virtue, 
and Youth for Truth.

“There’s a shortage of good advice 
for men in the world,” said Michael 
Sheerin, a member of Good Shepherd 
Parish in Shawnee. “There’s advice out 
there for sports, for investing, but few 
opportunities like this to grow in spiri-
tual manliness.”

Sheerin has attended three Men of 
Valor events, each helping him grow in 
his faith in a different way, with vari-
ous topics and speakers, but ultimately 
keeping him coming back to strength-
en his relationship with God and join 
in community with other Christian 
men.

“If you don’t feed the spiritual part 
of the heart, that muscle goes weak,” 
he said. “Events like this are where ho-
liness can become more than an idea. 
Holiness can start to become a habit.”

Over 2,000 adults and teens have at-
tended this nondenominational event 
each year, both Catholics and Protes-
tants alike looking for a spiritual boost. 

“These conferences provide hope-

filled stories and inspiring talks on 
brain science, sexuality and relation-
ships to help people have more hap-
piness in their lives,” said Sam Meier, 
archdiocesan consultant for the My 
House (Freedom from Pornography) 
initiative. 

“I am especially excited about Dr. 
Laurie Heap and Dr. Todd Bowman’s 
presentations about brain science and 
sexuality. They provide research about 
dopamine and oxytocin, along with 
practical ways to have a more connect-
ed and oxytocin-rich sexual relation-
ship in marriage,” he said.

Other speakers include dynamic 
marriage retreat leaders Ron and Kathy 
Feher; former pornography producer 
Donny Pauling; local faith and family 
authors and speakers Debi Stack and 
Fawn Brents; Dr. Ken Canfield, founder 

of the National Center for Fathering; 
vibrant youth minister Kelly Colan-
gelo; prison minister Bill Corum; and 
former University of Kansas basketball 
standout Wayne Simien.

“I think teens and young adults will 
be inspired by Wayne Simien’s con-
version story, and the way he lived 
with sexual purity while playing in the 
NBA,” said Meier.

Meier said the events were designed 
to offer a number of options to families, 
couples, adults and teens who might 
only be able to attend a portion of the 
conference. There’s even an option for 
those who can’t attend in person.  

“A lot of times teens come with their 
parents, and each attend their own 
events,” said Meier. “We know people 
these days lead busy lives and can’t at-
tend everything. [So] they have the op-

tion of coming Friday or Saturday, or 
following the live stream of the events 
during or after the conference.

 “This conference provides practi-
cal and hope-filled information to help 
people experience more joy, happiness 
and connection in their lives.” 

Make holiness a habit in your marriage and family life
eveNT iNfo

the Women of virtue and men of 
valor combine for an evening event 
on nov. 14 from 7 – 10 p.m. at the 
church of the ascension in overland 
Park. the Youth for truth confer-
ence, with a special musical appear-
ance from the mikey needleman 
band, will be held at the same time 
and location. 

on nov. 15, the Women of virtue 
conference will be held at christ the 
King church in Kansas city, missou-
ri. the men of valor event will be at 
colonial Presbyterian church in Kan-
sas city, missouri. both events start 
at 8 a.m. and end at 4 p.m., include 
lunch and are open to all adults and 
teens.

tickets are $30 for an individual or 
$50 for a married couple, and cover 
the entrance fee for both days. to at-
tend the Friday evening events only, 
prices are $10 per ticket. learn more 
or register online on the event web-
sites at: www.kcvalor.com, www.
kcvirtue.com and www.kctruth.org.

Laurie heap
brain science and 

relationship expert

bill Corum
author of

“the ultimate pardon”

wayne Simien
ministry leader and 
former nba player

Donny Pauling
ministry leader and 

ex-playboy photographer

speaKers Include . . . 

AUTOMATIC 
DOOR LIFT CO.

GaraGe door and oPener SaleS and ServIce

913-381-3515 / 913-227-4902

$25 oFF                                                                                                         $100 oFF neW
neW oPenerS                                                                                         GaraGe doorS                                                       

other serViCes oFFered
PatIo door rePaIr / entrY doorS / Storm doorS / WIndoWS / remodelInG

32 YearS 
eXPerIence

SenIor 
dIScount

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
Repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 Raise & Level

v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

TOPEKA — Steve Angrisano’s name 
strikes a chord in music-loving 
Catholics of all ages.

And people across the genera-
tions are precisely the audience the musician 
and Catholic ministry leader will reach out to 
when he and his wife Jenni arrive in Topeka 
this November for a parish mission at Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta Parish.

A luncheon and workshop with Angrisano 
for musicians will be held at the parish from 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Nov. 9.

And then Nov. 9-11, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
each evening, the parish mission will take 
place at the church.

“This is not a night that requires the kids 
to go in one room, the teens to another, the 
adults in yet another,” the singer/songwriter/
storyteller explains on his website.

Instead, it’s a family faith experience in 
which Angrisano hopes to inspire young and 
old alike with his “message of faith, hope and 
love.”

His inspiring music and message have hit 
home with Nancy Ruoff, who often referenc-
es Angrisano’s stories as coordinator of youth 
ministry at Mother Teresa.

“We have seen Steve Angrisano at various 
events — World Youth Days and National 
Catholic Youth Conferences — over the years 
and have always been impressed with his abil-
ity to tell stories that really stay with you,” said 
Ruoff.

He makes connections, and his stories en-
courage people to change and to grow, she 
said.

She’s especially pleased that Steve and Jen-

ni Angrisano will share their insights during 
an event that has family at its very heart.

The theme for the parish mission is: “Fam-
ily as Trinity: One in Mind, One in Heart, One 
in Mission.”

This has been in the works for many 
months. 

Father Tom Aduri, pastor of Mother Teresa, 
wanted this to be something that would appeal 
to the entire family.

Organizers describe it as something that 
touches not only the nuclear family, but also 
the parish family and the wider faith family.

Mary Zachariasen, parish life coordinator at 
Mother Teresa, notes the timing of the event, 
with the church focusing in many special ways 
this year on the family.

She points to the extraordinary synod on 
the family recently conducted in Rome as just 
one example of this renewed attention.

“It was a Holy Spirit thing, because it all 
kind of worked together,” said Zachariasen. 
“We were grateful we decided to do this when 
we did.”

Also a musician, Zachariasen is looking 
forward to learning about liturgical music 
from Angrisano’s perspective during the 
musicians’ workshop.

Organizers explored a lot of ideas 
as they narrowed down the “Fam-
ily as Trinity: One in Mind, One 
in Heart, One in Mission” 
theme, she said.

“One in Mind” recognizes 
that family is where someone 
learns the foundation of the 
faith, while “One in Heart” re-
fers to ideas such as forgive-
ness, reconciliation, healing 
brokenness, and overcoming 
fear, loneliness, or isolation.

“One in Mission” encom-
passes teaching and living the faith.

Each night of the mission will have 
its own focus, and attendees will take 
something home to help them engage 
with their faith — and their families 
— even after the mission comes to an 
end, said Ruoff.

Many families today struggle to 
find time to be together and con-
nect, but this is a chance to bring 
everyone together in one place, said 
Ruoff.

There will be activity kits for 
the little ones, so there’s no need 
to hire a baby sitter for the mis-
sion. And the mission is open 
and free to all, even members of 
other parishes.

eveNT DeTAiLS
“Family as trinity: one in mind, one in 

heart, one in mission” featuring Steve an-
grisano and Jenni angrisano

Parish mission: nov. 9-11, 7-8:30 p.m.; a 
freewill offering will be collected.

musicians’ luncheon and workshop: 
nov. 9, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; $10 per per-
son if registered by nov. 5 online at: www.
mtcctopeka.org, or $15 at the door. Pre-
registration is encouraged.

location: all events will take place at 
mother teresa of calcutta Parish at 2014 
n.W. 46th St., topeka.

For information: contact mary Zacha-
riasen by phone at (785) 286-2188, or by 
email at: maryz@mtcctopeka.org.

Topeka parish mission puts message to music



D
enise Dressler re-
members many 
years ago riding 
horses through the 
streets of Sacred 
Heart Parish in 
Kansas City, Kan-

sas, with her best friend Bridget Dick-
ason riding double behind her.

“I only had one horse at the time,” 
she recalled. “And Bridget always had 
to ride on the back — rain, sleet, snow.

“We rode that horse all over these 
streets.

“I remember riding down Shawnee 
Drive with a blanket over us because 
we were so cold.”

Decades later, the two are together 
again. But Dickason is now a Bene-
dictine Sister. And instead of a horse, 
they’re traveling the streets of Wyan-
dotte County in a truck — collecting 
donated furniture and appliances and 
delivering them to those in need.

They’re joined in their efforts by 
Sister Bridget’s sister, Connie Johnson, 
and friend Kristie Pawlowski.

“We joke and call ourselves ‘Three 
women, a nun, and a truck,’” said Paw-
lowski. 

Sister Bridget, the nun in the equa-
tion, is the force behind the charitable 
effort. 

A former educator, now associate 
director of the Keeler Women’s Center 
in Kansas City, Kansas, and furniture 
mover on the side, Sister Bridget sums 

up her life in one sentence.
“I taught the Gospel for 25 years,” 

she said. “Now I’m living it.”

Called to educate
As a young girl, Sister Bridget went 

to Benedictine College in Atchison 
with the goal of becoming a teacher. 

To help pay for school, she worked 
at the convent at Mount St. Scholasti-

ca, washing dishes. And through the 
process, she cultivated a budding in-
terest in religious life.

“I just got to know the Sisters better 
working with them,” she said. “And I 
had this feeling that wouldn’t go away. 

“So my senior year I made a convent 
live-in.”

After graduating from college, she 
left Atchison to teach English at Bish-
op Ward High School in Kansas City, 
Kansas. 

“But I would go back to the convent 
to visit,” she said. “So I just decided to 
enter. 

“And here it is 28 years later.”
Sister Bridget has done a lot in 

those 28 years. She taught English and 
religion at St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School in Overland Park and Mount 
St. Scholastica Academy in Atchison, 
getting her master’s in theology along 
the way.

She also obtained a master’s in 
school administration and was prin-
cipal at the academy when it merged 
with Maur Hill, continuing in that po-
sition at Maur Hill-Mount Academy 
for three years.

Her last teaching assignment was at 
Bishop LeBlond High School in St. Jo-
seph, Missouri.

“Then the prioress asked me if I 
would consider working at Keeler,” 
she said. “After being in education for 
25 years, I was up for a change.”

Accepting the position at Keeler 
Women’s Center brought Sister Brid-
get back to live in the convent of her 
home parish.

And across the street from her 
childhood friend, Dressler.

Called to serve
Sister Bridget enthusiastically em-

braced the mission of the center to 
empower women in the urban core 
through education, advocacy and spir-
itual and health development.

To further that goal, she completed 

her certification as a spiritual director 
through the Souljourners program at 
Sophia Center in Atchison.

“It’s very Spirit-driven here,” she 
said of the Keeler Women’s Center. “I 
felt that way teaching also, but when 
you teach, you plant seeds. 

“Here, you can see the women as 
they change.”

Independent of her duties at Keeler, 
Sister Bridget has her furniture “busi-
ness” to which she donates much of 
her spare time.

“The whole furniture thing started 
because somebody called and said, ‘Hey, 
I’ve got some furniture. Do you know 
anybody who needs it?’” she explained. 
“And not an hour later, somebody called 
and said, ‘Hey, I need some furniture.’

“So I just kind of hooked people up.
“And then, I kind of slowly took over 

the basement of the convent.”
Indeed, Sister Bridget has the small 

basement divided into areas for kitch-
en, bedding and furniture items, so 
people can come and pick out what 
they want.

She has never advertised or asked 
for donations; things just seem to show 
up in times of need.

And people in need seem to show 
up, too, by word-of-mouth. Often, they 
are women who have recently been re-
leased from jail and are getting their 
lives back together.

“I just figure it’s a real Spirit-driven 
thing,” she said.

The only payment she asks is that 
those who receive donations pray for 
those who give.

A friend in need
Dressler’s lifelong enthusiasm for 

horses meant she had a big truck. And 
that meant she was soon recruited by 
her friend for furniture hauling.

“She called me once and asked if there 
was any way I could help her move some 
furniture,” recalled Dressler. “I told her 
absolutely.

“We went to one lady’s house and 
picked up beautiful furniture. She told 
me, ‘We’re going to go on the other side 
of town now to deliver this furniture.’”

Dressler was touched by the experi-
ence.

“When we got there,” she said, “I felt 
so bad because the people were sleep-
ing on the floor.

“To go there and supply all their 
needs . . . it really is good for your soul 
to know that you’ve helped someone.”

Pawlowski had a similar experience.
“Because I happen to have a truck,” 

she said, “[Sister Bridget] asked if I 
would mind helping her move some 
furniture — just one time. 

“I said sure, and it just kind of grew 
from there.

“I’ve done it for three years now.”
Pawlowski is rewarded by the gener-

osity and gratitude she sees.
“There are very generous people out 

there,” she said. “And the last time we 
delivered a sofa — the people were just 
ecstatic.

“They were so excited and happy.”
Sister Bridget is grateful to Rock-

hurst High School students in Kansas 

City, Missouri, who sometimes help 
with heavy lifting.

But most often, it’s just the three 
women, a nun, and a truck to do the job.

 “I have Denise, Kristie and my sister, 
who also has a truck,” she said. “I rotate 
through those three.

“I tell them they get to do their com-
munity service through me.”

The sun nun
The reason people are so willing to 

help Sister Bridget out may be found in 
her nickname. She’s often called “the sun 
nun” because of the way she exudes life. 

And even though being her friend 
means you may get called on at any mo-
ment for hard labor, people want to be 
near her, so she can shine on them.

“She’s just got a glow about her,” said 
Dressler. “I don’t know what it is, but 
her smile and everything — it’s infec-
tious.”

“She’s just a wonderful person,” said 
Pawlowski. “It’s not easy [hauling fur-
niture], especially for women our age.

“But she makes it fun.”
Balancing work with fun is import-

ant to Sister Bridget. She loves a good 
game of pool, darts, Frisbee or softball. 
But her favorite form of fun is fishing.

“Absolutely,” said Dressler. “We are 
die-hard competitive fishermen.” 

Sister Bridget tries to go fishing at 
least once a month because, she claims, 
it gives her permission to do nothing.

“I can sit back and enjoy nature,” she 
said. “I can feel the breeze and the sun, 

enjoy the water.
“And if I catch fish, it’s a bonus.”
 “We have a thing,” said Dressler. 

“Whoever catches the first fish has to 
kind of wait on the other one for the 
rest of the day.”

And Dressler never minds when Sis-
ter Bridget wins the bet. She is an easy 
person to serve.

“I think she’s a saint,” said Dressler, 
“all the good she does for everybody. 
I think it’s great that she continues on 
helping people.

“And I’m so proud to be a part of 
that.”

As for Sister Bridget, her life’s phi-
losophy is very simple.

“Do the next right thing,” she says. 
“That’s my mantra.

“Just do the next right thing.”

how To heLP
If you have furniture or applianc-

es that need a new home, you may 
contact Sister bridget to see if she 
knows of a family in need — unfortu-
nately, her storage space is limited. 
Sister bridget would also appreciate 
volunteers with flexible schedules 
who can help move furniture — es-
pecially someone who has a trailer. 
You can contact Sister bridget by 
email at: bridgetd@mountosb.org.

For more information on Keeler’s 
Women center, go to its website at: 
www.keelerwomenscenter.org, or 
call (913) 906-8990.

Sister bridget Dickason and Denise Dressler were best friends growing up in Sacred heart Parish 
in Kansas City, Kansas. Reunited as adults, they wear identical benedictine bracelets as symbols of 
their friendship and their commitment to the benedictine mission.

Three women, a nun and a truck, or shifting into gospel gear 

photo courtesy oF sIster brIdGet dIcKason

Sister bridget’s favorite pastime is fishing. “i can sit back and enjoy nature,” she said. “i can feel 
the breeze and the sun, enjoy the water. And if i catch fish, it’s a bonus.”

leaven photo by JIll raGar esFeld

Truck owner Denise Dressler is one of three women Sister bridget Dickason relies on to help pick up and deliver donated furniture to those in need.
leaven photo by JIll raGar esFeld

Just outside their convent at Sacred heart Church in Kansas City, Kansas, the benedictine Sisters have a 
vegetable garden. Sister bridget shares the produce with her clients at the Keeler women’s Center.

by JIll raGar esFeld
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seeks to be faithful to her spouse and to 
her doctrine. It is the church that is not 
afraid to eat and drink with prostitutes 
and publicans. The church that has the 
doors wide open to receive the needy, the 
penitent, and not only the just or those 
who believe they are perfect! The church 
that is not ashamed of the fallen broth-
er and pretends not to see him but, on 
the contrary, feels involved and almost 
obliged to lift him up and to encourage 
him to take up the journey again and 
accompany him toward a definitive en-
counter with her spouse, in the heavenly 
Jerusalem.

This is the church, our mother! And 
when the church, in the variety of her 
charisms, expresses herself in commu-
nion, she cannot err: It is the beauty and 
the strength of the “sensus fidei,” of that 
supernatural sense of the faith which is 
bestowed by the Holy Spirit so that, to-
gether, we can all enter into the heart of 
the Gospel and learn to follow Jesus in 
our life. And this should never be seen as 
a source of confusion and discord.

Many commentators, or people who 
talk, have imagined that they see a dispu-
tatious church where one part is against 
the other, doubting even the Holy Spirit, 
the true promoter and guarantor of the 
unity and harmony of the church — the 
Holy Spirit who throughout history has 
always guided the barque, through her 
ministers, even when the sea was rough 
and choppy, and the ministers unfaithful 
and sinners.

And, as I have dared to tell you , [as] I 
told you from the beginning of the synod, 

it was necessary to live through all this 
with tranquility, and with interior peace, 
so that the synod would take place “cum 
Petro” and “sub Petro” (“with Peter” and 
“under Peter”), and the presence of the 
pope is the guarantee of it all.

We will speak a little bit about the 
pope, now, in relation to the bishops 
[laughing]. So, the duty of the pope is that 
of guaranteeing the unity of the church; it 
is that of reminding the faithful of  their 
duty to faithfully follow the Gospel of 
Christ; it is that of reminding the pastors 
that their first duty is to nourish the flock 
— to nourish the flock — that the Lord 
has entrusted to them, and to seek to wel-
come — with fatherly care and mercy, 
and without false fears — the lost sheep. 
I made a mistake here. I said welcome: 
[rather] to go out and find them.

His duty is to remind everyone that 
authority in the church is a service, as 

Pope Benedict XVI clearly explained, 
with words I cite verbatim: “The church 
is called and commits herself to exercise 
this kind of authority which is service 
and exercises it not in her own name, but 
in the name of Jesus Christ . . . through 
the pastors of the church, in fact: It is he 
who guides, protects and corrects them, 
because he loves them deeply. But the 
Lord Jesus, the supreme shepherd of 
our souls, has willed that the Apostolic 
College, today the bishops, in commu-
nion with the Successor of Peter . . . to 
participate in his mission of taking care 
of  God’s people, of educating them in 
the faith and of guiding, inspiring and 
sustaining the Christian community, or, 
as the council puts it, ‘to see to it . . . that 
each member of the faithful shall be led 
in the Holy Spirit to the full development 
of his own vocation in accordance with 
Gospel preaching, and to sincere and 
active charity’ and to exercise that liber-
ty with which Christ has set us free (cf. 
“Presbyterorum Ordinis,” 6) . . . and it is 
through us,” Pope Benedict continues, 
“that the Lord reaches souls, instructs, 
guards and guides them. St. Augustine, 
in his ‘Commentary on the Gospel of St 
John,’ says: ‘Let it therefore be a com-
mitment of love to feed the flock of the 
Lord’ (cf. 123, 5); this is the supreme rule 
of conduct for the ministers of God, an 
unconditional love, like that of the Good 
Shepherd, full of joy, given to all, atten-
tive to those close to us and solicitous for 
those who are distant (cf. St Augustine, 
Discourse 340, 1; Discourse 46, 15), gentle 
toward the weakest, the little ones, the 
simple, the sinners, to manifest the in-
finite mercy of God with the reassuring 

words of hope (cf. ibid., Epistle, 95, 1).”
So, the church is Christ’s — she is his 

bride — and all the bishops, in commu-
nion with the Successor of Peter, have 
the task and the duty of guarding her 
and serving her, not as masters but as 
servants. The pope, in this context, is not 
the supreme lord but rather the supreme 
servant — the “servant of the servants 
of God”; the guarantor of the obedience 
and the conformity of the church to the 
will of God, to the Gospel of Christ, and 
to the Tradition of the church, putting 
aside every personal whim, despite be-
ing — by the will of Christ himself — the 
“supreme pastor and teacher of all the 
faithful” (Canon 749) and despite enjoy-
ing “supreme, full, immediate, and uni-
versal ordinary power in the church” (cf. 
Canons 331-334).

Dear brothers and sisters, now we still 
have one year to mature, with true spiri-
tual discernment, the proposed ideas and 
to find concrete solutions to so many dif-
ficulties and innumerable challenges that 
families must confront; to give answers 
to the many discouragements that sur-
round and suffocate families.

One year to work on the “Synodal Re-
latio” which is the faithful and clear sum-
mary of everything that has been said 
and discussed in this hall and in the small 
groups. It is presented to the episcopal 
conferences as “lineamenta” (“guide-
lines”).

May the Lord accompany us, and 
guide us in this journey for the glory of 
his name, with the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and of St. Joseph. 
And please, do not forget to pray for me! 
Thank you!

authority in the church is a service, says pope
>> continued from page 1 this is the 

church, our 
mother! and when the 
church, in the variety of 
her charisms, expresses 
herself in communion, 
she cannot err: it is the 
beauty and the strength 
of the ‘sensus fidei.’”

“



liFe ChAnging eVent?
need to sell a home and personal 

property? We buy everything at once 
and in as is condition.

Call Maggie Sheehan at 816-444-1950 or 
http://wholeestates.com

october
the catholic career roundtable 
job club will host its monthly 
employer round table on oct. 
25 from 8:30 - 10 a.m. at good 

shepherd Church, 12800 W. 75th St., 
Shawnee. representatives of companies 
currently seeking qualified employees 
will present their company cultures and 
opportunities. For more information, send 
an email to: catholiccareerroundtable@
gmail.com or call (816) 582-1809.

“together on the Journey,” a support 
group for the ill and their caregivers, will 
be held on oct. 25 from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
at Church of the Ascension, 9510 W. 
127th St., overland Park. to attend, fill out 
the registration form and send by email 
to: jhinman@kcascension.org, or call 
(913) 681-3348. the form can be found 
on the website at: www.kcascension.org. 
the cost to attend is $30, which includes 
lunch.

the catholic education Foundation’s 
“gaudeamus” dinner will recognize “an-
gels among us” John and bridget murphy, 
the ceF School of excellence and cele-
brate catholic education on oct. 25 at 6 
p.m. at the overland Park Convention 
Center. every dollar raised funds scholar-
ships for children in need. For more infor-
mation, call (913) 647-0344, or visit the 
website at: www.cefks.org.

the German - american edelweiss Soci-
ety will host a fall dance on oct. 25 from 
6 - 10:30 p.m. at st. mary-st. Anthony 
Church basement, 615 n. 7th St., Kansas 
city, Kansas. the cost to attend is: $18 for 
adults; $10 for ages 12 - 20; $5 for ages 
6 - 11; and free for kids under the age of 5. 
tickets can be purchased at the door and 
include food, drink and dancing to the Wil-
lie Kirst band. For more information, con-
tact tom roberts at (913) 721-3299.

st. matthew Church, 2700 S.e. 
virginia, topeka, will host its fall 
festival oct. 25 - 26. the week-
end will include a 5K run/walk, 

a chili dinner, a turkey dinner, games, 
booths, inflatables, drawings, and much 
more. For more information, call Judy 
menke at (785) 633-8244.

a pancake breakfast will be held 
oct. 26 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
st. Peter Parish center, 425 n. 
15th St., Kansas city, Kansas, to 

benefit the Sisters, Servants of mary. the 
Sisters, Servants of mary are a religious 
community that provides in-home nursing 
care for persons who are dying or termi-
nally ill. they provide these services free 
of charge. the cost to attend the break-
fast is $6 for adults; $4 for children under 

the age of 10. tickets can be purchased 
at the door or in advance by calling (913) 
371-3423.

sacred heart Parish, Paxico, will host its 
annual home smoked german sausage 
supper on oct. 26 from noon - 5 p.m. the 
cost to attend is: $9 for adults; $3.50 for 
children ages 6 - 12; and $2.50 for children 
ages 2 - 5. mass will be at 10:30 a.m., with 
games, bingo, raffles and a silent auction 
following. the parish hall is located one 
mile north of Paxico.

the leavenworth region of ACCW will 
host its quarterly luncheon and meet-
ing on oct. 26 at christ’s Peace house of 
Prayer, 22131 meagher road, easton. the 
day will begin with mass at 12:30 p.m., 
followed by lunch; speaker Karole brad-
ford, development director of the Saint 
vincent and duchesne clinics; a short 
meeting; and a tour of the grounds. the 
cost of the lunch is $10 per person. rSvP 
by oct. 21 by mailing a check to Judy 
brose, 31431 255th St., easton, KS 66020; 
call (913) 773-8334; or send an email to: 
brosej2002@yahoo.com.

Queen of holy rosary-Wea Parish will 
host a pro-life forum on oct. 26 from 6 - 8 
p.m. at its parish center, 22705 metcalf, 
bucyrus. eighth-grade, high school and 
home-schooled students will be informed 
on many pro-life issues. Parents are en-
couraged to attend. For more information, 
contact the archdiocesan pro-life office 
by email at: prolife@archkck.org, or call 
(913) 647-0350.

All Addictions group, a support 
group for women dealing with any 
kind of addiction at any stage of re-
covery, meets on tuesday evenings 

from 6 - 7 p.m. at Keeler Women’s Center, 
2220 central ave., Kansas city, Kansas. to 
register, call (913) 906-8990 or send an 
email to: www.keelerwomenscenter.org.

november
“First saturdays” is a grassroots 
initiative to help reconnect area 
catholic doctors with christ and 
his church. the november pro-

gram will be held nov. 1 from 9:30 - 10:30 
a.m. at st. michael the Archangel Par-
ish, 14251 nall, leawood. the program 
will cover a broad range of medical and 
spiritual topics related to contemporary 
issues facing catholic doctors today. For 
more information and registration, visit 
the website at: www.schooloffaith.com/
registration/cma_2014_2015.asp.

an annual enrichment day for catechists 
working in the area will be held from 9 
a.m. - noon on nov. 1 at our lady’s mon-

tessori school, 3020 S. 7th St., Kansas 
city, Kansas. the event is sponsored by 
the SonFlower region of the catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd.

Christ’s Peace house of Prayer, 
easton, will host an All saints 
weekend retreat from nov. 1 - 2. 
the retreat will center on 5 talks. 

there will be time for discussion, private 
prayer, walking, and spiritual reading. For 
more information, call (913) 773-8255 or 
send an email to: info@christspeace.com.

the St. anthony’s Guild of Sacred 
heart - St. Joseph Parish, tope-
ka, will host its annual bake and 
craft sale on nov. 2 from 9 a.m. 

- 4 p.m. at st. Joseph Church basement, 
227 S.W. van buren St., topeka.

st. Benedict Church, bendena, will host 
its annual turkey dinner on nov. 2 from 
11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. St. benedict church is 
located just west of bendena off highway 
20. look for the giant turkeys. the cost to 
attend is a freewill donation. there will also 
be quilt, cash, and donated item chances, 
and a country store. carryout orders will be 
available at the parish house garage.  

mater dei Parish, 10th and clay, topeka, 
will host its annual fall bazaar on nov. 2. 
a homemade turkey and ham dinner will 
be served from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. carryout 
dinners will be available. the cost to at-
tend is: $9 for adults; $4 for children; and 
free for children under the age of 3. there 
will also be a country store, silent auction, 
bingo, kids’ games, a book nook, cake-
walk, basket, jewelry and baked goods 
booths, raffles and much more.

holy trinity Parish, 601 e. chippewa, 
Paola, will host its fall bazaar on nov. 2. 
there will be a turkey dinner, raffle, bin-
go, cakewalk, country store, and children’s 
games. the dinner will be held from 11:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. the cost to attend is $9 
for adults; $4 for children under the age of 
10. carryout meals will be available: $10 
for adults; $5 for children.

the nativity holiday Boutique will be 
held nov. 2 from 8:30 - 2 p.m. at the 
Church of the nativity Parish hall, 3800 
W. 119th St., leawood. the holiday shop-
ping event will feature over 30 vendors 
who specialize in handmade, art and re-
furbished and vintage items. the first 
100 shoppers will get to enjoy bagels and 
coffee. vendor proceeds will benefit na-
tivity School. For more information, send 
an email to heather bahora at: hbahora@
kc.rr.com.

Queen of the holy rosary 
Church, 22705 metcalf, bucyrus, 
will host a “33 days to morning 
glory” dVd series by Father mi-

chael Gaitley in the parish center from 7 - 
8:30 p.m. each monday, beginning nov. 3 
until the consecration date on dec. 8. bring 
your own book or order a personal retreat 
packet. For more information, contact 
christi White at (913) 322-6282 or visit the 
website at: www.heavenlyart.com.

st. michael the Archangel 
Church, 14251 nall, leawood, will 
host a “33 days to morning glo-
ry” dVd series by Father michael 

Gaitley in the lower level of the church 
from 7 - 8:30 p.m. each Wednesday, be-
ginning nov. 5 until the consecration date 
on dec. 8. bring your own book or order 
a personal retreat packet. For more in-
formation, contact christi White at (913) 
322-6282 or visit the website at: www.
heavenlyart.com.

Keeler Women’s Center, 2220 central 
ave., Kansas city, Kansas, will offer a five-
week group entitled, “managing grief 
during the holidays,” on nov. 5, 12, 19, 
dec. 3 and 10 from 2:30 - 4 p.m. Sister lo-
retta mcGuire will facilitate the group. the 
loss of a loved one is painful, and the hol-
idays are a time when the bereaved may 
be especially aware of their losses. the 
group will help men and women address 
losses recent and in the past. to register, 
call (913) 906-8990.

are you ready for this udder-
ly amazing run? the inaugural 
“muddy Udder 5 mile Pasture 
run,” presented by the folks that 

brought you the “running with the cows 
half marathon,” will be held nov. 8. Pro-
ceeds will benefit Queen of the holy ro-
sary School and church, Wea. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.
muddyudder.com.

Church of the Ascension, 9510 W. 
127th  St., overland Park, is look-
ing for unique vendors for the As-
cension marketplace.  this year’s 

event will take place nov. 21 - 22. a vendor 
application form can be found by visiting 
the website at: www.kcascension.org and 
clicking on ascension marketplace. For 
more information, contact dawnlee maur-
er by email at: dmaurer@kcascension.org 
or call (913) 681-3348. 
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66109, attn: calendar
• Calendar notices are due 10 days before the 
desired publication date.
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before the event depending on space avail-
able. 
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employment
Sales professionals - we respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. we only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, catholic cemeteries of 
northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, shawnee and wyandotte county area cemeter-
ies. an excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. please 
email your resume and contact information to: rcarr@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

Preschool teachers - the Goddard school, 21820 w. 
115th terr., olathe, is looking for qualified lead teachers 
and assistant teachers for children ages 6 weeks - 6 years. 
candidates should be prepared to plan and facilitate les-
sons and communicate effectively with children, families, 
co-workers and administrators. both full- and part-time 
positions are available. lead teachers should have a de-
gree in early childhood education or a related field, or a 
cda. prior experience in a child care setting is preferred. 
please forward your resume by sending an email to: 
olathe2ks@goddardschools.com. owners are parishio-
ners of ascension parish, overland park.

Catechist - our lady’s montessori school is seeking a 
dedicated level 1 catechist for our atrium. the ideal can-
didate for this position would have training in the cat-
echesis of the Good shepard with level 1 (3-6) certificate 
or currently obtaining level 1 certification. to apply, please 
send resumes by email to sister alison marie, solt, at: 
ourladysmontessori@sbcglobal.net.

Secretary - prince of peace church, olathe, is seeking a 
full-time secretary for the parish office. this position will 
include general office functions: answering phone, assist-
ing walk-in visitors and managing the parish database of 
families. this person will possess good people skills and 
have general computer knowledge. the position is full 
time, mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Interested applicant should 
contact leon Kremer at (913) 747-7700.

financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas city metro, topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. we provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. please contact 
John a. mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 topeka blvd., to-
peka, Ks 66612.  

servIces
got a PC virus? error messages? 

affordable, quick, reliable It service. call, text, or email. 
matt Karlin (816) 876-6619

mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. sacred heart parish

house and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. parishioner of 
Good shepherd church. references available. call (913) 
544-6982.

fire & water damage restoration - Framing, insulation, 
painting, and mold treatment. lead safe certified; insured. 
serving wyandotte and Johnson counties for 25 years. call 
Jerry at (913) 631-5241.

Complete plumbing and bath
master plumber for your entire home. painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. onyx collection distributor.
serving Johnson county for 20 years.

member ascension parish; call mike at (913) 488-4930.

for Quickbooks help
call ann evans
(913) 406-9778

member of curé of ars parish

housecleaning - old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- ping, 
etc. a thorough and consistent job every time. references 
from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. call sharon 
at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 (mobile). 
serving the 913 area code area.

Mike hammer local moving - a full-service mover. pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too small. serv-
ing Joco since 1987. st. Joseph, shawnee, parishioner. call 
mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mike-
hammermoving.com. 

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-generation 
bricklayer. member of st. paul parish, olathe. call (913) 
829-4336.

Tim the handyman - small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 
south Kc metro. call pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Cleaning lady - reasonable rates; references provided. 
call (913) 940-2959.

CLuTTeR geTTiNg You DowN? organize, fix, assemble, 
install! “Kevin of all trades” your professional organizer 
and “honey-do-lIst” specialist. call today for a free con-
sultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. references. visit our 
website at: www.KoatIndustrIes.com.

Quilted Memories  - your Kansas city longarm shop - 
nolting longarm machines, quilting supplies and machine 
quilting services. we specialize in memorial quilts - custom 
designed memory quilts from your t-shirt collections, pho-
tos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, etc., neckties etc. For 
information or to schedule a free consultation, call (913) 649-
2704. visit the website at: www.quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. we moved! 
come check out our new office in lenexa. 

Agua fina irrigation and Landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
call (913) 227-4902.

Tree service - pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. Free 
consultation and bid. safe, insured, professional. cristofer 
estrada, Green solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreensolutionsKc.com.

home Improvement
house painting

Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 
power washing, fences, decks. 

30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 
call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

helping hand handy Man - home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. special rate for senior and sin-
gle-parent households. electrical, painting, wood refinish-
ing, deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. most 
home problems and needs solved. member of prince of 
peace, olathe. call mark coleman at (913) 526-4490.

DRC Construction
we’ll get the job done right the first time.

windows - doors - decks – siding
repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. choose us for any window, door, siding or deck 

project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Swalms organizing and Downsizing Service - Reduc-
ing Clutter - enjoy an organized home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. call tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

eL SoL Y LA  TieRRA
*commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

call lupe at (816) 252-3376
Concrete construction - tear out and replace 

stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 

and hauling. asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; 
references. call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email 

to: dan deeconst@aol.com.

Custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 
days. cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive 
prices, dependable work. call the top shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. members of st. Joseph, shawnee.

NeLSoN CReATioNS L.L.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Detail construction and remodeling - we offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. don’t move — re-
model! Johnson county area. call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

The Drywall Doctor, inc. - a unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! we fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. we provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! lead-certified and insured! 
serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 768-6655. 

heating and cooling repair and replacement - call Joe 
with Jb design and service. licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. member of divine mercy parish. 
call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

Adept home improvements
where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, hon-
ey-do list, hvac and windows. Free estimates. member 
of holy angels parish, basehor. call billy at (913) 927-4118.

STA (Sure Thing Always) home Repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
holy trinity, lenexa.

home improvements - thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. we do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. there is no job too big or 
too small. call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

careGIvInG
Caregiver - nursing/companion. I can provide the medi-
cal care and household management experience. live-in 
considered. nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experi-
ence. call (913) 579-5276.

Caregiving - we provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. we also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with laurie, 
debbie or Gary.

Caregiving - cna provides tlc for the elderly in the pri-
vacy of their residence. 24-hour or hourly care available. 
20 years experience. excellent references. call (816) 
806-8104.

Caregiving - superior personalized care. this ad is to all 
the families that have loved ones in hospice care and 
are at home. I feel your pain. I am here to help. I am a 
retired nurse now holding a cna license. I can come and 
stay for as many hours as you need me. If you are using 
an agency, I could apply at the agency so they could ab-
sorb most of my salary. you just have to refer me to the 
agency. stop and call now at (913) 384-2119. excellent 
current references. 

Looking for high quality home care? - whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. we are family-owned, with offices in 
lenexa and lawrence. call benefits of home - Senior 
Care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

wanted to buy
ANTiQueS wANTeD - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, babe ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

st. Joseph parish, shawnee

will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
contact tom at (913) 238-2473. member of sacred heart 
parish, shawnee. 

For sale
for sale - at resurrection cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. today’s selling price is $12,000; offering this 
space for $9,000. contact a. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

for sale - mt. calvary grave, section 11. side by side. Great 
price. opening and closing included. priced at $3,500. call 
anne at (913) 299-3808.

Max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
member of the church of the ascension, overland park. 
call (913) 400-3236.

Residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. recycled and new equipment. 
member of st. michael the archangel parish, leawood. 
call silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

For rent
house for rent - long street In shawnee, close to st. Jo-
seph church. 1 entry level bedroom, 1 large loft bedroom. 
Kitchen with dishwasher. house recently remodeled, 
basement, garage with opener, large yard, very quiet, se-
cure neighborhood. no smoking/no pets. please call (913) 
238-2470. serious interest only. owner is member of sa-
cred heart parish, shawnee.

vacatIon
2015 spring break resort condo - close to all orlando 
attractions, including disney world, universal studios, and 
sea world. march 14-21, 2015. 2 br sleeps 8, full kitchen, 
pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping nearby. $880 for 
the week. call (816) 716-4676.

branson getaway - walk-in condo on pointe royale Golf 
course. sleeps 6. close to lakes and entertainment. Ful-
ly furnished. pool and hot tub available. no cleaning fee. 
nightly and weekly rates. discounts available. call (913) 
515-3044.

real estate
wanted to buy: I need houses! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t want. 
we buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. all 
sales are cash with no strings attached. please call mark 
edmondson at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity parish mem-
ber.  

mIscellaneous
our Lady of hope. catholics with an anglican and meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
mass saturdays at 4 p.m., st. therese little Flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas city, mo. Fulfills sunday obligation. Father 
ernie davis. dr. bruce prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 
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Mother bears 
are notorious-
ly dangerous 
when they are 

with their cubs. They will 
strike out at an intruder 
with deadly force, even 
when the intruder has no 
harmful intentions. Visitors 
to the national parks have 
sometimes learned that, to 
their dismay.

Parents tend to protect 
their children. That is one 
reason that we call God 
“Our Father.” God takes care 
of us. That comes across 
loud and clear in Sunday’s 
first reading, Ex 22:20-26. 
God threatens with punish-
ment those who would harm 
widows, orphans, and the 
poor: “My wrath will flare 
up, and I will kill you with 
the sword.”

This threat may clash 
with our image of a merciful 
God. But it reminds us that 

we also believe in a God of 
justice. That justice is based 
on compassion: “I will hear 
him; for I am compassion-
ate.” God’s justice shows 
mercy to the defenseless.

God’s threat of pun-
ishment clearly aims at 
deterring harm to widows, 
orphans and the poor. At the 
same time, on the surface 
it may appear to conflict 
with current church teach-
ing, which opposes capital 

punishment. “If bloodless 
means are sufficient to 
defend human lives against 
an aggressor and to protect 
public order and the safety 
of persons, public authority 
should limit itself to such 
means because they better 
correspond to the concrete 
conditions of the common 
good and are more in con-
formity to the dignity of the 
human person” (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, 
2267). Notice that the cate-
chism mentions defense of 
human lives — not revenge 
— in this discussion.

We should remember 
that the centuries-old 
passage from the Book of 
Exodus reflects a radically 
different situation than our 
own. A primitive, nomadic 
society could not maintain 
a prison where criminals 
would serve out a life sen-
tence. It needed the death 

penalty to preserve order. 
Consequently, it imposed 
the death penalty for many 
offenses, in such a manner 
that would appear overly 
harsh, even to modern advo-
cates of the death penalty: 
“Whoever curses his father 
or mother shall be put to 
death” (Ex 21:17); “You shall 
not let a sorceress live” (Ex 
22:17).

Times have changed. The 
conditions that justified 
those measures no longer 
apply. Modern societies do 
not need to resort to such 
methods in order to pun-
ish crime. That is why the 
magisterium of the church 
teaches that, ordinarily, the 
death penalty is not needed 
and, consequently, is un-
justified. We can employ 
other means to defend the 
innocent, such as widows, 
orphans and the poor. 

Are you feeling a 
little tired to-
day? If so, blame 
Seth Thomas. If 

you’ve never heard of him, 
you’ve definitely heard his 
disruptive invention or its 
offspring.

Thomas invented the 
forerunner of the windup 
alarm clock, which he pat-
ented on Oct. 24, 1876. Now-
adays, the jarring ring of 
windup alarms is replaced 
by sounds with names like 
By the Seaside, Night Owl, 
or Twinkle. No matter. The 
result is the same: to disturb 
restful sleep. I don’t know 
about you, but when that 
alarm goes off, I’m up and 
running . . . even if only to 
get to the clock and hit that 
snooze button.

 But how important is 
rest? This story may help to 
answer that question.

A man named John Ort-
berg moved to Chicago to 
become the teaching pastor 
of Willow Creek Commu-
nity Church. Shortly after 
moving, he called a friend 
for some spiritual direction.

“I described the pace 
of life in my current min-
istry,” said Ortberg. “The 
church where I serve tends 
to move at a fast clip. I also 
told him about our rhythms 
of family life: We are in the 

van-driving, soccer-league, 
piano-lesson, school-activ-
ity-night years. What did I 
need to do, I asked him, to 
be spiritually healthy?”

After a long pause, the 
friend said, “You must ruth-
lessly eliminate hurry from 
your life.”

“OK. That’s a good one,” 
replied Ortberg, with some 
impatience. “Now, what 
else?” Since Ortberg had 
many things to do that day 
and this was a long-distance 
call, he wanted to cram as 
many bits of spiritual wis-
dom into the least amount 
of time possible.

There was another long 
pause.

“There is nothing else,” 
the friend finally said. “You 
must ruthlessly eliminate 
hurry from your life.”

Ortberg got the message. 

“I have concluded,” he 
said, “that my life and the 
well-being of the people I 
serve depends on following 
his prescription, for hurry is 
the great enemy of spiri-
tual life in our day. Hurry 
destroys souls.” (Found in 
“1001 Illustrations That Con-
nect,” by Craig Brian Larson 
and Phyllis Ten Elshof, gen-
eral editors.)

Funny, I never considered 
hurry to be something that 
destroys souls. But it does.

I can’t tell you how many 
times I’ve hurried to get 
somewhere on time. A few 
weeks ago, for example, 
I was heading to a play 
in Kansas City. The show 
started at 7 p.m. I arrived 
at the parking garage at 
6:52, circled around to find 
an empty space, and then 
had to sprint to get to the 
theater, arriving with maybe 
two minutes to spare. It took 
me a good 10 minutes to 
finally catch my breath and 
settle in to enjoy the show. 
Why was I in such a hurry? 
Well, I left home later than 
I should have and cut things 
too close. When I arrived at 
my destination, I was all out 
of patience . . . and my soul 
was damaged.

Frequently, too, I’ll rush 
through my prayers so that I 
can spend time doing some-

thing much more important, 
like watch another mediocre 
show on TV. Although I’ve 
got “no time” to slowly med-
itate on God’s word, I’ve got 
plenty for “one more game” 
of Cascade or The Price 
is Right Slots. Hurrying 
through spending time with 
God hurts my soul.

And how about cramming 
our lives with activities 
and commitments like the 
pastor in the story? Essen-
tially, we’re hurrying to 
get nowhere that’s all that 
important.

The solution is indeed to 
ruthlessly eliminate hurry 
from our life. That might be 
as simple as leaving 15 min-
utes earlier for an appoint-
ment or making mornings 
less hectic by preparing as 
much as possible the night 
before.

Or maybe, honestly, we 
just need more sleep — to 
give control of our lives to 
the Lord for eight hours and 
trust that he’ll keep both us 
and the world going while 
we’re conked out.

I’d love to give you more 
practical ideas, but I’m real-
ly in a hurry to get this col-
umn done! See, the World 
Series is on!
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father 
marK GoldasIch
Father mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
sacred heart parish in tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of the leaven since 1989.

MARK MY woRDS

exodus passage reflects reality of primitive society

father mIKe stubbs
Father mike stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross parish in overland park and 
has a degree in scripture from harvard 
university.
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oct. 26
thIrtIeth sunday In ordInary tIme
ex 22: 20-26
ps 18: 2-4, 47, 51
1 thes 1: 5c-10
mt 22: 34-40

oct. 27
monday
eph 4:32 – 5:8
ps 1: 1-4, 6
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Friday
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1 Jn 3: 1-3
mt 5: 1-12a
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PoPe fRANCiS
Faith is not about appearances and super-

ficially following the laws with a heart that re-
sists detaching itself from greed and evil, Pope 
Francis said in a morning homily. God wants to 
see a faith that inspires action and is “working 
in charity,” making sacrifices for others, the 
pope said oct. 14. 

“Jesus condemns this cosmetic spirituali-

ty — appearing good, beautiful, but the truth 
that’s inside is a whole other thing,” he said, 
according to vatican radio. “Jesus condemns 
people with good manners but bad habits, 
those habits you can’t see, but are done on the 
sly. but the appearance is all right: these people 
who like to stroll in the square, be seen praying, 
‘disguise oneself’ by seeming a bit weak when 
fasting,” he said. St. luke in the day’s Gospel 
reading (11:37-41) details how Jesus admon-

ishes the Pharisee who is shocked when Jesus 
doesn’t observe the prescribed washing ritual 
before the meal. Jesus highlights the hypocrisy 
of a vessel that’s clean on the outside, but “in-
side you are filled with plunder and evil” — an 
image similar to one in the Gospel according to 
St. matthew that speaks of the “whitewashed 
tombs” that are beautiful on the outside, but 
filled with filth and rot, the pope said.

— cns

don’t be in a hurry to read this
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As I turn 55 
this month, 
I’m looking 

forward to all the 
senior discounts, 
especially now that my kids 
have outgrown the children’s 
menu. It also gives me an op-
portunity to reflect on aging.

When my family moved to 
Ohio in 1993, we invited my 
mother Eileen to live with us, 
as she was feeling the effects 
of age and heart problems. 
We warmly welcomed her 
— and her cats — into our 
home.

In December 1998, Mom 
was hospitalized with pneu-
monia. Complications ensued 
after Christmas, and she was 
placed on a ventilator. She 

spent January in intensive 
care and doctors were pessi-
mistic about her recovery. I 
consented to endless proce-
dures and tests on her behalf. 
But mostly, we were praying 
and waiting.

In February, Mom’s con-
dition improved slightly, but 

her doctors doubted that 
she’d ever be discharged. 
Yet we pleaded, cajoled, and 
argued with the doctors to let 
her come home. On Holy Sat-
urday, a couple hours before 
the Easter Vigil, our request 
was granted.

At home, Mom’s condition 
improved. We even weaned 
her from her feeding tube. 
At one of Mom’s follow-up 
visits, her doctor admitted 
that he underestimated our 
family’s ability to care for 
Mom, and, in fact, that we 
were able to do more for her 
than he could.

We moved to Olathe in 
2007, and Mom was still with 
us. In 2008, her condition 
worsened, and we were so 
grateful to have Villa St. 
Francis nearby to care for 
her during her final months. 

She passed away in February 
2009.

While my mom never 
talked too much about her 
faith, she manifested it to me 
when I was a child as she 
daily cared for my elderly 
grandmother. Given this 
background, it always seemed 
“natural” to have Mom live 
with us.

However, I’m aware that 
in welcoming Mom into 
our household, we made a 
countercultural choice. Our 
society often tells us that the 
older generation is just as 
inconvenient and disposable 
as unborn children. 

With advancing age, the 
elderly develop an acute 
awareness of their own mor-
tality, often accompanied 
by pain and loneliness. Yet, 
through faith, and especially 

hope, we understand the 
twilight of life as a passage 
from the uncertainties of 
this world to the fullness of 
joy that the Lord holds in 
store for us.

St. John Paul II wrote 
that honoring older people 
involves welcoming them, 
helping them, and affirming 
their gifts. He stressed that 
“the most natural place to 
spend one’s old age contin-
ues to be the environment 
in which one feels most ‘at 
home,’ among family mem-
bers, acquaintances, and 
friends.”

The church calls for a 
widespread attitude of accep-
tance and appreciation of the 
elderly, particularly within 
the family, so that people may 
grow old with dignity.

Leon suprenant
leon suprenant is the pastoral 
associate for administration in the 
office of the permanent diaconate. 
For more information on the diacon-
ate, visit www.archkck.org/deacons. 

oRDAiNeD To SeRve

church calls us to accompany the journey of the elderly

school visits gratify super — as does special encounter

it’s not that god is silent, but that we are not

Dear friends 
of Catholic 
schools,

 
Since the beginning 

of the school year, I have 
been engaged in one of my 
favorite activities — visiting 
our schools! It is so fun to 
see all the joy and energy of 
our students, teachers and 
school leaders. Most of all, 
it is very gratifying to see all 
that we hope to see happen-
ing in our schools. 

Here is just a glimpse of 
what I have experienced:

• Statues of Mary, Jo-
seph, angels, saints, and, of 
course, Jesus, everywhere 

• Rosaries, rosaries, and 
more rosaries

• Quotations from Scrip-
ture and from the saints 

lining the hallways and 
hanging in classrooms 

• Posters promoting 
vocations throughout the 
buildings

• Birthday cards written 
to Our Lady from primary 
students (“Happy Birthday, 
Mary! I hope you have a 
good day! I wonder what 
you’re doing in heaven for 
your birthday.”) 

• Interdisciplinary 
lessons combining math, 
religion, geography, and 
P.E. (How many miles is it 
between our school and the 
Vatican?)

• Beautiful prayers writ-
ten by students 

• Many, many atriums for 
the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd formation pro-
gram 

• Posters showing Pope 
Francis’ “Tweet of the 
Week”

• Posters describing the 
virtuous behavior expecta-
tions of our students

• Students who possess a 
wide spectrum of abilities 

• School leaders who 
know the names and stories 
of students, teachers, and 
parents alike

Once of my favorite sto-

ries from my visits is from 
the beginning of the school 
year when teachers are still 
teaching classroom, hallway, 
and recess routines, etc. — 
all things necessary for an 
orderly school. 

A classroom of kin-
dergartners came in from 
recess, and I could tell they 
were trying very hard to 
meet the expectation of 
their teacher. 

One by one, as soon as 
the children entered the 
building, they put their 
hands straight at their sides 
and pressed their lips tightly 
closed. 

If you have ever seen a 
roomful of primary stu-
dents trying to be “good,” 
you know the exaggerated 
posture I am describing! 
One little boy rounded the 

corner of the hallway in this 
posture when he spotted me 
alongside the principal. In-
stantly, his eyes lit up and he 
started to open his mouth to 
say something, but then he 
stopped. He looked at me, 
and then the principal, who 
said, “It’s OK, Isaac. You can 
say ‘hi’ to your grandma!” 

Isaac gave me a big smile, 
ran over to hug me, then 
scooted quickly back into 
the line. As he rounded 
the corner to go into his 
classroom he turned back, 
looking at me with a sheep-
ish grin.

By the time Isaac got 
home, he may have forgot-
ten all about my visit, but 
the memory of his expres-
sion when he saw me is one 
I will cherish. 

¡Vaya con Dios!

kathy o’hara
Kathy o’hara is the superintendent 
of archdiocesan schools.

fRoM The SuPeR

As vocation 
director, 
people ask 

me often about dis-
cernment (from the 
Latin word for “to 
sift”). 

Determining what voca-
tion God is calling one to is 
not easy, so those of us who 
are spiritual directors and 
vocation promoters try to 
give some helpful principles. I 
wrote last year about the im-
portance of looking for peace 
while discerning. I hope to 
use my next few columns 
to discuss other important 
discernment principles.

When I was still in col-
lege, I attended the papal 
visit of Pope John Paul II in 
St. Louis. In the excitement 
of the youth rally on the first 
day, I found myself actually 
thinking about my vocation, 
a pastime I usually avoided. 

As I sat in the upper deck 

of the arena, waiting for the 
pope’s arrival, I remember 
bargaining with God. “OK, 
God,” I thought, “if you want 
me to be a priest, I give you 
two options. You can either 
display your message to me 
on the video board, or you 
can inspire the pope to men-
tion me by name.” Surpris-
ingly, God used neither of 
those options.

As much as we would 
all love to be hit by a huge 
billboard of discernment 
clarity, God tends to prefer 
pelting us with lots of small-
er signs. He usually gives 
us plenty of indications of 
his plan, but we are often 
not paying attention to the 
smaller stuff. 

Years later, I was working 

in Kansas City and renting a 
house with two friends. They 
were great, but we were 
stuck in the same pattern, 
filling our evenings after 
work with the noise of TV, 
movies, and video games. 

For various reasons, I de-
cided to move into an apart-
ment by myself. Suddenly, I 
was swamped with silence. 
At first jarring, I eventually 
came to enjoy it. 

As I found myself with 
more quiet time, the little 
vocational signs with which 
God had filled my life in-
creasingly flooded into my 
silent, prayerful thoughts. I 
could no longer ignore them 
while I waited for a bigger 
sign from God. This silent 
reflection gave me clarity 

and eventually moved me to 
vocational action.

When it comes to re-
ceiving signs from God, the 
problem is not that God is 
silent, but that we are not. 
In silence we are better able 
to pay attention and sift 
through those countless little 
signs. 

So, young people, do you 
make time for silence in your 
life? Parents, do you estab-
lish times of silence in the 
lives of your children? If so, 
do you use the gift of that si-
lence to see God’s will being 
slowly revealed around you, 
or have you lost yourself in 
the noise, hoping for a video 
board message that may 
never come?

father scott 
wallIsch
Father scott wallisch is the 
archdiocesan vocations director.

voCATioNS CoRNeR



A
t the conclusion of the 
extraordinary synod on 
the family, Pope Francis 
addressed the assembled, 
thanking them for their 
efforts and encourag-

ing them to continue to journey. Below is 
Vatican Radio’s provisional translation of 
Pope Francis’ address to the synod which, 
according to other accounts, was met with 
a five-minute standing ovation:

Dear Eminences, Beatitudes, Excel-
lencies, Brothers and Sisters,

With a heart full of appreciation and 
gratitude I want to thank, along with you, 
the Lord who has accompanied and guid-
ed us in the past days, with the light of 
the Holy Spirit.

From the heart I thank Cardinal Lo-
renzo Baldisseri, secretary general of the 
synod, Bishop Fabio Fabene, undersecre-
tary, and, with them, I thank the relators, 
Cardinal Peter Erdo, who has worked so 
much in these days of family mourning, 
and the special secretary Bishop Bruno 
Forte, the three president delegates, the 
transcribers, the consultors, the transla-
tors and the unknown workers, all those 
who have worked with true fidelity and 
total dedication behind the scenes and 
without rest. Thank you so much from 
the heart.

I thank all of you as well, dear synod 
fathers, fraternal delegates, auditors, and 
assessors, for your active and fruitful 
participation. I will keep you in prayer 
asking the Lord to reward you with the 
abundance of his gifts of grace!

I can happily say that — with a spirit of 
collegiality and of synodality — we have 
truly lived the experience of “synod,” a 
path of solidarity, a “journey together.”

And it has been “a journey” — and 
like every journey, there were moments 
of running fast, as if wanting to con-
quer time and reach the goal as soon as 
possible; other moments of fatigue, as 
if wanting to say “enough”; other mo-
ments of enthusiasm and ardor. There 
were moments of profound consolation 
listening to the testimony of true pas-
tors, who wisely carry in their hearts the 
joys and the tears of their faithful peo-
ple. Moments of consolation and grace 
and comfort hearing the testimonies of 

the families who have participated in 
the synod and have shared with us the 
beauty and the joy of their married life. 
A journey where the stronger feel com-
pelled to help the less strong, where the 
more experienced are led to serve others, 
even through confrontations. And since 
it is a journey of human beings, with the 
consolations there were also moments of 
desolation, of tensions and temptations, 
of which a few possibilities could be 
mentioned:

• One, a temptation to hostile inflex-
ibility, that is, wanting to close oneself 
within the written word (the letter), and 
not allowing oneself to be surprised by 
God, by the God of surprises, (the spir-
it); within the law, within the certitude of 
what we know and not of what we still 
need to learn and to achieve. From the 
time of Christ, it is the temptation of the 

zealous, of the scrupulous, of the solici-
tous and of the so-called — today — “tra-
ditionalists” and also of the intellectuals.

• The temptation to a destructive ten-
dency to goodness [in Italian “buonis-
mo”], that in the name of a deceptive 
mercy binds the wounds without first 
curing them and treating them; that 
treats the symptoms and not the causes 
and the roots. It is the temptation of the 
“do-gooders,” of the fearful, and also of 
the so-called “progressives and liberals.”

• The temptation to transform stones 
into bread to break the long, heavy, and 
painful fast (cf. Lk 4:1-4); and also to 
transform the bread into a stone and cast 
it against the sinners, the weak, and the 
sick (cf. Jn 8:7), that is, to transform it into 
unbearable burdens (Lk 11:46).

• The temptation to come down off 
the cross, to please the people, and not 

stay there, in order to fulfill the will of the 
Father; to bow down to a worldly spirit 
instead of purifying it and bending it to 
the Spirit of God.

• The temptation to neglect the “de-
positum fidei” (“the deposit of faith”), 
not thinking of themselves as guardians 
but as owners or masters [of it]; or, on the 
other hand, the temptation to neglect re-
ality, making use of meticulous language 
and a language of smoothing to say so 
many things and to say nothing! They 
call them “byzantinisms,” I think, these 
things . . . 

Dear brothers and sisters, the tempta-
tions must not frighten or disconcert us, 
or even discourage us, because no disci-
ple is greater than his master; so if Jesus 
himself was tempted — and even called 
Beelzebul (cf. Mt 12:24) — his disciples 
should not expect better treatment.

Personally, I would be very worried 
and saddened if it were not for these 
temptations and these animated discus-
sions; this movement of the spirits, as St. 
Ignatius called it (Spiritual Exercises, 6), 
if all were in a state of agreement, or si-
lent in a false and quietist peace. Instead, 
I have seen and I have heard — with joy 
and appreciation — speeches and inter-
ventions full of faith, of pastoral and doc-
trinal zeal, of wisdom, of frankness and 
of courage: and of “parresia.” And I have 
felt that what was set before our eyes was 
the good of the church, of families, and 
the “supreme law,” the “good of souls” 
(cf. Canon 1752). And this always — we 
have said it here, in the hall — without 
ever putting into question the fundamen-
tal truths of the sacrament of marriage: 
the indissolubility, the unity, the faithful-
ness, the fruitfulness, that openness to 
life (cf. Canons 1055, 1056; and “Gaudium 
et spes,” 48).

And this is the church, the vineyard of 
the Lord, the fertile mother and the car-
ing teacher, who is not afraid to roll up 
her sleeves to pour oil and wine on peo-
ple’s wounds; who doesn’t see humanity 
as a house of glass to judge or categorize 
people. This is the church — one, holy, 
catholic, apostolic — and composed of 
sinners, needful of God’s mercy. This is 
the church, the true bride of Christ, who 
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this is the church . . . who is not afraid to roll 
up her sleeves to pour oil and wine on people’s 

wounds; who doesn’t see humanity as a house of glass 
to judge or categorize people. this is the church, one, 
holy, catholic, apostolic and composed of sinners, 
needful of God’s mercy. 

By Francis X. rocca
Catholic News Service

vatIcan cItY (cnS) — 
after several days of 
animated debate over 
its official midterm re-

port, the Synod of bishops on 
the family agreed on a final doc-
ument more clearly grounded 
in traditional catholic teaching. 
Yet the assembly failed to reach 
consensus on especially contro-
versial questions of communion 
for the divorced and civilly re-
married and the pastoral care of 
homosexuals.

the synod’s last working 
session, oct. 18, also featured 
a speech by Pope Francis (see 
above), in which he celebrated 
the members’ frank exchanges 
while warning against extrem-
ism in the defense of tradition or 
the pursuit of progress.

discussions in the synod hall 
had grown heated after the oct. 
13 delivery of a midterm report 
that used strikingly conciliatory 

language toward people with 
ways of life contrary to church 
teaching, including divorced and 
civilly remarried catholics, co-
habitating couples and those in 
same-sex unions.

the summaries of work-
ing-group discussions, pub-
lished oct. 16, showed a major-
ity of synod fathers wanted the 
final document to be clearer 
about relevant church doctrine 
and give more attention to fam-
ilies whose lives exemplify that 
teaching.

the final report, which the 
pope ordered published almost 
at once after the synod’s con-
clusion, featured many more 
citations of Scripture, as well 
as new references to the cat-
echism of the catholic church 
and the teachings of Pope Paul 
vI, St. John Paul II and Pope ben-
edict XvI.

Synod fathers voted on each 
of the document’s 62 para-
graphs. all received a simple 
majority, but three failed to gain 

the two-thirds supermajority or-
dinarily required for approval of 
synodal documents.

two of those paragraphs 
dealt with a controversial pro-
posal by German cardinal Wal-
ter Kasper that would make it 
easier for divorced and civilly 
remarried catholics to receive 
communion. the document not-
ed disagreements on the sub-
ject and recommended further 
study.

the document’s section on 
homosexuality, which also fell 
short of supermajority approval, 
was significantly changed from 
its counterpart in the midterm 
report.

the original section heading 
—”welcoming homosexuals” — 
was changed to “pastoral atten-
tion to persons with homosexual 
orientation.”

a statement that same-sex 
unions can be a “precious sup-
port in the life of the partners” 
was removed.

the final report quoted a 

2003 document from the con-
gregation for the doctrine of the 
Faith: “there are absolutely no 
grounds for considering homo-
sexual unions to be in any way 
similar or even remotely analo-
gous to God’s plan for marriage 
and family.”

Pope Francis said he wel-
comed the assembly’s expres-
sions of disagreement.

“Personally, I would have 
been very worried and saddened 
if there hadn’t been these temp-
tations and these animated dis-
cussions,” the pope said, “if ev-
erybody had agreed or remained 
silent in a false and quietistic 
peace.”

“So many commentators, 
or people who talk, imagined 
they saw the church quarrel-
ing, one part against the other, 
even doubting the holy Spirit, 
the true promoter and guaran-
tor of unity and harmony in the 
church,” he said.

While reassuring the as-
sembly that the church’s unity 

was not in danger, Pope Francis 
warned against several tempta-
tions that he said had been pres-
ent during the two-week synod.

one of the temptations he 
cited was that of “hostile ri-
gidity” that seeks refuge in the 
letter of the law, “in the cer-
tainty of what we know and 
not of what we must still learn 
and achieve.” this temptation, 
he said, is characteristic of the 
“zealous, the scrupulous, the 
attentive and — today — of 
the so-called traditionalists and 
also of intellectuals.”

another temptation for 
the synod fathers, the pope 
said, was that of “destructive 
do-goodism, which in the name 
of a misguided mercy binds 
up wounds without first treat-
ing and medicating them; that 
treats symptoms and not caus-
es and roots. It is the tempta-
tion of do-gooders, of the tim-
orous and also of the so-called 
progressives and liberals.”

pope closes synod on powerful note

“ “
synod ends by affirming tradition, leaving questions open

>> See “AUthority” on page 6


